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MENTAL DIFFERENCE 


Man vs. Women 


PREFACE 


Great innovations are never; and great 
inventions are seldom; the work of any one 
mind. To professor Darwin, Professor 
Romanes, and Sidney Smith. I am much 
indebted for the assistance I received from 
them, without which, I could not write this 
booklet and put the facts before you. I do 
not seek to convert the readers of this book- 
let, but I do seek to teach the readers, so 
that they will convert themselves, not by 
virtue of rhetoric, but by virtue of know- 
ledge, from which it would be impossible to 
look back and become a pillar of Salt, as 
Lot’s wife did. If I can do so much as to 
make you think upon this question, I shall 
be satisfied beyond measure. Thought to the 
human race, is like the bugle call to the 
army, it is the instrument to call to action. 
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MENTAL DIFFERENCE 


Man vs. Woman 


HE freedom of woman will be the 
enoblement of man. To put male and 
female upon an equal basis will be the 

regeneration of Humanity. Civilization de- 
mands this revolution.’’—(Ward. ) 

‘“‘There is no mental difference between 
man and woman,’’ was the remark I heard 
at a local debate upon woman suffrage. It 
was aremark out of the ordinary course, 
and consequently attracted my hearing, in 
just the same manner that any extraordinary 
object will attract the eye. 

To satisfy my curosity, I investigated the 
subject as to whether the woman, who made 
that remark was rightor not, and the result 
of that investigation I place before you who 
will read this essay. Whether I am right or 
wrong is for you to decide. 

In Darwin’s ‘‘Descent of Man,’’ he says: 
‘*Man is more powerful in mind than wo- 
man.’’ Darwin being a better authority 
upon the subject than the person who made 
the first remark, I feel more inclined to 
follow Darwin. 

To say that there is no mental difference 
between Edison and an African Savage, 
would be inviting ridicule, because we do 
know that the Edison species has gone 
through many stages of evolution and this 
has given the Edison species a greater men- 
tal development than that of the savage. 
Such is the case between woman and man. 
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I am not going to contend that woman is 
inferior to man. On the contrary, woman 
is higher mentally than man. Because, 
when we study evolution and with it sexual 
selection, we cannot fail to notice that 
woman is higher in the stages of evolution 
than man. 

It is this discovery that compels me to 
support the woman suffrage movement. No 
argument, however’ cleverly presented 
against that movement, can alter its course, 
because it is governed by an irresistible law. 

The advantages that woman has gained 
over man in the stages of evolution, can be 
observed in the refinement of the sense or- 
gans, which is a result of a greater refine- 
ment of the nervous organisms. 

When we enter a garden, we cannot fail to 
notice that the system of a cultured flower 
is more delicate, more refined than that of a 
wild flower. . The slightest frost will kiJl 
the cultured flower but will not harm the 
wild flower; thus showing the sensitiveness 
of the cultured flower through the care re- 
quired to develop it. 

We will also, as an example take children 
who are constantly under the care of the 
parents until the age of 21 years: Those 
children are more sensitive than the children 
who are left to care for themselves. There 
has been developed a different nervous sys- 
tem in both species. 

Woman has for many generations been 
dependent upon man, and man has kept her 
in subjection not as a slave, but in so far as 
to take away from her the right to choose 
according to her desire. We see a trace of 
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that ‘‘right’’ even today. The father ‘‘man’’ 
refuses his daughter’s right of choice. 

In Ibson’s ‘‘Doll’s House,’’ Nora was not 
Oswald’s slave, but his doll, and man has 
kept woman in subjection, not as a-‘slave but 
as a doll, taking away from her, her right 
of choice. 

It was only through trickery that Miss 
French managed to marry her choice, Jack 
Geraghty, a few summers ago. 

Whoever loses one’s right of choice must 
be subect to those who own that right; thus 
woman, who has for many generations been 
economically insecure, was dependent upon 
man. But achange is just approaching and 
nothing can stop it. You might injure it 
but you can never kill it. 

Man has never treated woman as his part- 
ner in any age, not even in this age of ours, 
but merely as his doll—something to amuse 
him. Her right of choice he takes away 
frum her, fearing she might choose some- 
thing better, because any ‘‘Woman’’ would 
prefer working for her living and be free to 
being ‘‘My Lady in subjection to My Lord.’’ 

In the intellectual race, woman has been 
the loser, WHY NOT? Man would not 
allow her the privilege of developing her 
mental faculties. All avenues of education 
were closed to her. Into the Laboratories 
she was not allowed to enter; into the Leg- 
islatures she was not allowed to enter; and all 
this would have developed her mental facul- 
ties. Into games of any kind to develop 
her physical powers, she was not allowed 
to enter, and for woman to ride a horse was 
considered a crime. The first woman that 
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was seen upon a bicycle twenty years ago 
was called an actress, because they thought 
no respectable woman would ride one. 

All there was left for a woman to do was 
to stay at home and play with the spinning 
wheel. 

It was in 1810, that Sydney Smith re- 
marked: ‘‘A century ago the prevailing taste 
in female education was for housewifery. 
Now it is for accomplishments. The object 
now is to make women artists, and give 
them an excellence in drawing, in music and 
in dancing.’’ 

But how many of our own modern women 
know their own history? 

At the debate where I heard this remark, 
there were four men who were debating, and 
not one of their arguments was convincing. 
The speakers were trying to amuse the au- 
dience, not to convince them. 

It was not until the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century, that the first establishment 
for the higher education of women was 
opened. Twenty years afterwards, the first 
college began. A corporation was formed 
called the ‘‘Public Day School Company for 
Girls. ’’ 

The main argument then against the edu- 
cation of women was, if you educate wo- 
man, she will become vulgar the same as a 
man, as coarse as the man. This very same 
argument is used against woman suffrage 
today. 

The intellectual and physical avenues 
being closed to her, what was left for her to 
do except to stay at home. But here nature 
came to her rescue and while man was fight- 
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ing man in the struggle for existence, 
thereby encouraging the animal instinct 
within him (as Darwin says: ‘‘Man is the 
rival of man.’’), woman being outside of this 
vicious circle, was developing into the hu- 
mane instinct, thus claiming the right to 
higher evolution, an understanding above 
man. Her mind is higher, more refined. 
This is where the principle of sexual selec- 
tion shows itself most by endowing the 
weaker partner with that physical grace and 
refinement of organization, and her mental 
faculties are correspondingly more refined. 

Man, as we see every day, delights in 
competition, and this leads to ambition, 
which passes too readily into selfishness. 
Woman, who has never entered upon the 
competitive field has not developed this 
selfish spirit. _A woman is more prone to 
sympathy; she is more human than man. 

Man cannot understand woman—the clum- 
sy inability of a coarser nature to appreci- 
ate the feelings of the finer. The mental] 
hide of a man through the different stages 
of evolution has been hardened and he carries 
into his home those qualities of insensibility, 
self-assertion and self-seeking, which have 
elsewhere led to success in the struggle for 
existence. This is the cause of so many 
unhappy homes today. Man who is naturally 
coarse, cannot understand woman, who is 
naturally refined. 

I have obtained sufficient proof of this 
from the many homes I have had to visit. 
The more ignorant the man, the more brutal 
is his treatment of his wife; the more edu- 
cated the less brutal he is to his wife. The 
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mental difference is easily noticed between 
the sexes. 

Men always admire in women what they 
regard as distinctively feminine qualities of 
mind, while women admire in men the dis- 
tinctively masculine qualities of mind. A 
man detests a manish woman, and so does a 
woman detest a womanish man. This dif- 
ference, thus acting upon the mental quali- 
ties of both, directly or indirectly, is con- 
stantly engaged in moulding the mind of 
each upon a different pattern. 

We see the fondness of a little girl for 
her doll-and for flowers. Not so with the 
boy. Ifa girl engages in games with the 
boys, do wenot call her a ‘‘tom-boy”’’ 
‘“‘Don’t play with those boys,’’ says the 
mother to her littie girl, ‘‘they are too rough; 
go over and play with those little girls.’’ 
Does this not show the coarse and the re- 
fined, even in their young days? Trace it 
up from here to the man and woman, and you 
cannot fail to observe as I do observe. 

That a woman is more inclined to a relig- 
ion than man, is owing to the fact that she 
is conscious of lacking muscular strength, 
which is the last and especially in primitive 
stages of culture, the measure of executive 
capacity. She looks for some supernatural 
aid; whereas man, has been so accus- 
tomed to rely upon his muscular strength, 
is self-contained, self central. To him, the 
need of external aid even of a supernatural 
kind, is not felt so urgently, as it is in the 
feminine character, whose only hope is in 
the strong arm of another. From her abid- 
ing sense of weakness and consequent depen- 
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dence, there arises in woman that deeply 
rooted desire to please the opposite sex, 
which, beginning in the terror of a slave, 
ends in the devotion of a wife. 

Woman has become refined in all her 
qualities, because she has not been engaged 
in the competitive struggles of man, conse- 
quently her mind also is refined, and to edu- 
cate that mind makes it finer, as we would 
say to refine the already refined. This is 
why we see in the educated woman the 
highter evolution of the sense organs—thus 
mental refinement. It is only when men 
associate with women that he becomes a 
human. Man amongst men is a beast. The 
language of man is entirely diferent when 
in the presence of woman. Man will not pro- 
fane in the presence of a woman, it is the 
beast, who is still lower than man. 

Woman advances towards refinement and 
for this very reason, woman should be in the 
government, as government is the expression 
of the people. 

A conservative people will have a conser- 
vative government. A radical people will 
hhave a radical government. A savage will 
have a savage government, and the reason 
why our governments are yet brutal, such as 
we see today in Europe is simply because 
man, who is yet coarse and brutal, is at the 
head of the government. 

If we want a refined government, we shall 
either have to refine the man, which will 
take many, many generations, or allow the 
woman who is already refined through sex- 
ual selection, to regulate it. 

Sydney Smith wrote almost a century ago, 
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when the agitation was not to give woman a 
vote, but to allow her to be educated? ‘‘If 
you educate women to attend to dignified 
and important subjects, you are multiplying, 
beyond measure, the chances of human im- 
provement by preparing and medicating 
those early impressions which always come 
from the mother; and which, in the majority 
of instances are quite decisive of genius; 
the instruction of woman improves the na- 
tional talents and employs more minds for 
the instruction and improvement of the 
world. It increases the pleasures of society 
by multiplying the topics upon which the 
sexes take common interest, and makes 
marriage an intercourse of understanding as 
well as that of affection. 

The education of woman favors public 
morais. It provides for every season of 
life and leaves woman, when she is stricken 
by the hand of time, not as she now is, des- 
titute of everything and neglected by all, but 
with full power and splendid attraction of 
knowledge, diffusing the elegance of Liter- 
ature and receiving the homage of great 
men. 

These were the arguments to champion 
the movement for the education of woman. 
When this brutal competitive system, under 
which we are now living, ceases, the strug- 
gle for existence will naturally be easier; 
consequently that which now appears to be a 
man, will be more refined, and thus he will 
be more able to understand his refined part- 
ner. Until this transition occurs, the refined 
will never be understood by the coarse. 

The condition of our present stage of So- 
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ciety tends towards the brutalization, rather 
than the refinement of the human race; 
therefore, with the woman, who through na- 
ture has been selected and refined, lies the 
responsibility, through her higher mental 
power, to lead the now brute into MAN- 
HOOD. 
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